2021 Rural Maryland Council Legislative Review
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The Maryland General Assembly adjourned Sine Die on April 12, 2021 after final passage of the
Fiscal Year 2022 Operating Budget and bills concerning police reform, tenant evictions, COVID
relief, broadband, telehealth, and telework. The Rural Maryland Council (RMC) and their associ-
ated grant programs - the Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF) and the Maryland
Agricultural Education and the Rural Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) were fully
funded and are designated to receive $6,118,485 in Fiscal Year 2022. We thank Governor Larry
Hogan, Senate President Bill Ferguson, and House Speaker Adrienne Jones for their support.
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The Administration’s Relief Act (SB496) prOVideS financial to expanding access to broadband, and $75 million
assistance to the reopening of schools, individuals, for workforce training and apprenticeships to enable
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and funding for the unemployed and underemployed to obtain jobs.

specified State agencies. Included in this funding was $2
million for MARBIDCO and $1.5 million for TEDCO.

Broadband Highlights
Broadband expansion was a major component of the 2021
legislative session and received $300 million in funding,
which included $30 million for FY2021 rural broadband
projects and $15.2 million for FY2022 rural broadband
projects. Major broadband legislation passed as well,
including the codification of The Office of Statewide
Broadband, previously the Office of Rural Broadband, while
keeping the Rural Broadband Assistance Fund open for
federal funding (SB66/HB97 Sponsors: Senator Elfreth,
Delegate Lierman). Additionally, the establishment of joint
trenching in Maryland, which will allow broadband wires to
be installed along trenches underground (SB824/HB1328
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legislation and funding for broadband will make a major
impact on efforts to close the digital divide and ensure that
all Marylanders have access to highspeed internet. Rural Maryland Council



Maryland Day

On March 25, 2021, the RMC held a Grab and Go Lunch for
the Legislators at Lawyers Mall in downtown Annapolis.
The event was sponsored by the Maryland Broadband
Cooperative, the Rural Maryland Foundation, and the
Southern Maryland Agriculture Development Cooperative.
The lunches were provided by Caroline County’s
Chesapeake Culinary Center and consisted of locally grown [
foods. The event concluded with statements by Lieutenant "
Governor Boyd Rutherford, the Secretary of Maryland DNR :
Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, and RMC Chair John Hartline.
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February 11, 2021. The event provided an opportunity for
over 100 rural advocates to meet one-on-one with key
legislators to discuss both the strengths and challenges
experienced living in rural Maryland. The event concluded
with a video message from the Governor and the presentation
of a digital proclamation. Additional recognitions included a
Department of Agriculture Secretary’s Citation and both a
Senate and House resolution recognizing the Council’s 25th
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e The expansion of telehealth and audio only medical
services (SB3/HB123 Sponsors: Senator Melony Griffith,
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LEGISLATI

e The expansion of tax credits for preceptors in areas with -
The Legislative Committee met

health care workforce shortages (SB102/HB1252 Sponsors: —= - ol o
session to discuss bi W mon esh

Senator Eckardt, Speaker Pro Tem Sample-Hughes). anMﬁer Ieglslatlvé"ﬁnatters ?b\
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Public Safety Center of Excellence (SB857/HB1280 Sponsors:
Senators Hester and Smith, Delegate Pena-Melnyk). —
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e Established a State goal of preserving 1,030,000 acres of
productive agricultural land by 2030 (SB692/HB860 Sponsors:

Senator Young, Delegate Gilchrist).




